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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 24 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 24 appears to be a 
dependent claim but does not indicate the claim which it is dependent from. Examiner assumes 
that the applicant intended Claim 24 to depend from Claim 21 and will treat it as such. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
http://www.leaguelineup.com/ (hereinafter League Lineup). 

Regarding Claim 1, League Lineup teaches a computer-implemented method for 
facilitating group management functionality, comprising: 
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maintaining a group instantiation including information representing a group of members 
and a group activity participated in by said members, creating a website structure instantiation 
including content fields corresponding to at least a portion of said information, and creating a 
group activity publication layout including content fields corresponding to at least a portion of 
said information (where information representing a group activity, creating a website structure 
instantiation, and creating a group activity publication is to "Build a Free League or Team Web 
Site" -See page 9). 

Regarding Claim 2, League Lineup teaches the method of Claim 1 wherein: 
maintaining the information instantiation is performed by an information management 
module of a group management system (where the user adds information and content to the team 
website - See page 9), creating the website structure instantiation is performed by a group 
communication module of the group management system (where the user creates a customized 
website for his or her team - See page 9), and creating the group activity publication layout is 
performed by a group activity publishing module of the group management system (where 
creating the publication layout is displaying the created website to a second user - See page 9). 

Regarding Claim 3, League Lineup teaches the method of Claim 1 wherein: 
creating the website structure instantiation includes associating each one of said website 
structure instantiation content fields with a respective portion of said information, and creating 
the group activity publication layout includes associating at least a portion of said publication 
layout content fields with respective portions of said information (where the website includes 
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displaying various content fields such as rosters, schedules, and the like as well as links to the 
corresponding information). 

Regarding Claim 4, League Lineup teaches the method of Claim 1 wherein: 
said information includes an administrator dataset and a plurality of participant 
datasets; 

the administrator dataset includes administrator content for at least one of the 

group activity publication and the website structure instantiation and includes 
content parameters for at least one of a group activity publication and a website 
structure instantiation (where the administrator dataset consists of content that is 
added or modified by one or more administrators - See page 9); 

each one of said participant datasets includes participant content for at least one 

of the group activity publication and the website structure instantiation (where the 
participant dataset consists of data that is publicly available to users who browse 
the team website - See page 12); and 

creating the website structure instantiation includes populating a website 

template instantiation with respective portions of said participant content and said 
administrator content at least partially dependent upon said content parameters 
(the team website entitled "Welcome to the home of the CVBA" - See page 12). 

Regarding Claim 5, League Lineup teaches the method of Claim 4, further comprising: 
automatically updating content of the website structure instantiation in response to corresponding 
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portions said datasets being altered thereby enabling said content of the website structure 
instantiation being dynamically maintained (the website content reflects content that has been 
added by a user (i.e. posting the results of a recent game) - See "Simple online administration" 
on page 9). 

Regarding Claim 6, League Lineup teaches the method of Claim 1 wherein creating the 
website structure instantiation includes: 

providing the website structure instantiation with a first access level through 

which group activity publication creation functionality is exclusively accessible 
(an administrator creates or modifies the team website - See page 9); 

providing the website structure instantiation with a second access level including 

a plurality of respective content fields, wherein a first portion of said content 
fields of the second access level are system-defined and a second portion of said 
content fields of the second access level are specified through access to the first 
access level (a user may register with League Lineup and post or reply to 
messages in the forum belonging to a team website - See "Register Now!" on 
page 9); and 

providing the website structure instantiation with a third access level including 

publicly accessible content, wherein information comprising said publicly 
accessible content is inputted though at least one of the first access level and the 
second access level (the team website is accessed over the internet by the public 
after it is created - See page 12). 
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Regarding Claim 7, League Lineup teaches the method of Claim 1 wherein: 

the group activity publication layout includes a plurality of publication 

content fields (the website includes displaying various content fields such 
as rosters, schedules, and the like as well as links to the corresponding 
information - See page 12); and 
said creating the group activity publication layout includes associating 

each one of said publication content fields with a respective portion of said 
information (the content fields include links to the corresponding 
information - See page 12). 

Regarding Claim 8, League Lineup teaches the method of Claim 1 wherein: 
creating the group activity publication includes preparing a group activity publication 
layout, wherein the group activity publication layout includes system-defined content fields (the 
website includes displaying various content fields such as rosters, schedules, and the like as well 
as links to the corresponding information - See page 12) and optional content fields 
corresponding to user-selected publication content options (the team website is "Completely 
customizable (colors, fonts, menu options, etc.)" - See page 9; the team website may also 
include photo albums and online polls - See page 9). 

Regarding Claim 9, League Lineup teaches the method of Claim 1 wherein creating the 
group activity publication layout includes: 
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accessing group activity publication layout information in response to a user requesting 
creation of an activity publication, wherein said group activity publication layout information 
designates a plurality of textual content fields and a plurality of image content fields (League 
Lineup offers "Simple online administration" where a user may create a team website and add 
text and images which include team photos, schedules, game results and various other statistics - 
See page 9); 

associating at least a portion of said textual content fields with respective portions of 
content of the website structure instantiation (the list of content fields displayed on the team 
website includes links to the information corresponding to each content field - See page 12); and 

associating each one of said image content fields with a respective one of a plurality of 
image instantiations (photos may be sorted into separate albums corresponding to different 
events or categories - See page 9). 

Regarding Claim 10, League Lineup teaches the method of Claim 1 wherein creating the 
group activity publication layout includes: 

accessing group activity publication layout information corresponding to the group 
instantiation, wherein said group activity publication layout information designates a plurality of 
publication content fields (the team website is "Completely customizable (colors, fonts, menu 
options, etc.)" - See page 9); and 

associating each one of said publication content fields with a respective portion of said 
information representing the group of members and the group activity participated in by said 
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members (the website includes displaying various content fields such as rosters, schedules, and 
the like as well as links to the corresponding information - See page 12). 

Regarding Claim 11, League Lineup teaches a group management system, comprising: 
at least one data processing device (the user utilizes a personal computer to 

access League Lineup online - See page 9); 
instructions processable by said at least one data processing device (the user 

utilizes a web browser installed on the personal computer to access League 
Lineup online - See page 9); and 
an apparatus from which said instructions are accessible by said at least one 

data processing device (the web browser used to access League Lineup is 
accessed either from the personal computer's local storage or remotely); 
wherein said instructions are configured for enabling said at least one data 
processing device to facilitate: 

maintaining a group instantiation including information representing 
associated with a group of members and a group activity 
participated in by said members, creating a website structure 
instantiation including content fields corresponding to at least a 
portion of said information, and creating a group activity 
publication layout including content fields corresponding to at least 
a portion of said information (where information representing a 
group activity, creating a website structure instantiation, and 
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creating a group activity publication is to "Build a Free League or 
Team Web Site" - See page 9). 

Regarding Claim 12, League Lineup teaches the system of Claim 1 1 wherein: 

maintaining the information instantiation is performed by an information 

management module of a group management system (where the user adds 
information and content to the team website - See page 9); 

creating the website structure instantiation is performed by a group 

communication module of the group management system (where the user creates 
a customized website for his or her team - See page 9); and 

creating the group activity publication layout is performed by a group activity 
publishing module of the group management system (where creating the 
publication layout is displaying the created website to a second user - See page 
12). 

Regarding Claim 13, League Lineup teaches the system of Claim 1 1 wherein: 
creating the website structure instantiation includes associating each one of said 

website structure instantiation content fields with a respective portion of said 
information and creating the group activity publication layout includes associating 
at least a portion of said publication layout content fields with respective portions 
of said information (where the website includes displaying various content fields 
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such as rosters, schedules, and the like as well as links to the corresponding 
information - See page 12). 

Regarding Claim 14, League Lineup teaches the system of Claim 1 1 wherein: 

said information includes an administrator dataset and a plurality of participant datasets; 

the administrator dataset includes administrator content for at least one of the . 

group activity publication and the website structure instantiation and includes 
content parameters for at least one of a group activity publication and a website 
structure instantiation (where the administrator dataset consists of content that is 
added or modified by one or more administrators - See page 9); 

each one of said participant datasets includes participant content for at least one 

of the group activity publication and the website structure instantiation (where the 
participant dataset consists of data that is publicly available to users who browse 
the team website - See page 12); and 

creating the website structure instantiation includes populating a website 

template instantiation with respective portions of said participant content and said 
administrator content at least partially dependent upon said content parameters 
(See team website entitled "Welcome to the home of the CVBA" on page 12). 

Regarding Claim 15, League Lineup teaches the system of Claim 14 wherein said at least 
one data processing device is further configured for automatically updating content of the 
website structure instantiation in response to corresponding portions said datasets being altered 
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thereby enabling said content of the website structure instantiation being dynamically maintained 
(the website content reflects content that has been added by a user (i.e. posting the results of a 
recent game) - See "Simple online administration" on page 12). 

Regarding Claim 16, League Lineup teaches The system of claim 1 1 wherein creating the 
website structure instantiation includes: 

providing the website structure instantiation with a first access level through 

which group activity publication creation functionality is exclusively accessible 
(an administrator creates or modifies the team website - See page 9); 

providing the website structure instantiation with a second access level including 

a plurality of respective content fields, wherein a first portion of said content 
fields of the second access level are system-defined and a second portion of said 
content fields of the second access level are specified through access to the first 
access level (a user may register with League Lineup and post or reply to 
messages in the forum belonging to a team website - See "Register Now!" on 
page 9); and 

providing the website structure instantiation with a third access level including 

publicly accessible content, wherein information comprising said publicly 
accessible content is inputted though at least one of the first access level and the 
second access level (the team website is accessed over the internet by the public 
after it is created - See page 12). 
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Regarding Claim 17, League Lineup teaches The system of claim 1 1 wherein: 
the group activity publication layout includes a plurality of publication content 

fields (the website includes displaying various content fields such as rosters, 
schedules, and the like as well as links to the corresponding information - See 
page 12); and 

creating the group activity publication layout includes associating each one of 

said publication content fields with a respective portion of said information (the 
content fields include links to the corresponding information - See page 12). 

Regarding Claim 18, League Lineup teaches the system of Claim 1 1 wherein creating the 
group activity publication includes preparing a group activity publication layout, wherein the 
group activity publication layout includes system-defined content fields (the website includes 
displaying various content fields such as rosters, schedules, and the like as well as links to the 
corresponding information - See page 12) and optional content fields corresponding to user- 
selected publication content options (the team website is "Completely customizable (colors, 
fonts, menu options, etc.)" - See page 9; the team website may also include photo albums and 
online polls - See page 9). 

Regarding Claim 19, League Lineup teaches the system of Claim 1 1 wherein creating the 
group activity publication layout includes: 

accessing group activity publication layout information in response to a user 
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requesting creation of an activity publication, wherein said group activity 
publication layout information designated a plurality of textual content fields and 
a plurality of image content fields (League Lineup offers "Simple online 
administration" where a user may create a team website and add text and images 
which include team photos, schedules, game results and various other statistics - 
See page 9); 

associating at least a portion of said textual content fields with respective 

portions of content of the website structure instantiation (the list of content fields 
displayed on the team website includes links to the information corresponding to 
each content field - See page 12); and 

associating each one of said image content fields with a respective one of a 

plurality of image instantiations (photos may be sorted into separate albums 
corresponding to different events or categories - See page 9). 



Regarding Claim 20, League Lineup teaches the system of Claim 1 1 wherein creating the 
group activity publication layout includes: 

accessing group activity publication layout information corresponding to the 

group instantiation, wherein said group activity publication layout information 
designates a plurality of publication content fields (the team website is 
"Completely customizable (colors, fonts, menu options, etc.)" - See page 9); and 

associating each one of said publication content fields with a respective portion 
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of said information representing the group of members and the group activity 
participated in by said members (the website includes displaying various content 
fields such as rosters, schedules, and the like as well as links to the corresponding 
information - See page 12). 

Regarding Claim 21, League Lineup teaches a group management system, comprising: 

an information management module configured for managing information associated 
with a group of members and a group activity participated in by said members (where the 
administrator adds information and content to the team website - See page 9); 

a group activity publishing module configured for facilitating creation of a group activity 
publication layout (where creating the publication layout is publicly displaying the created 
website to a second user - See page 12); and 

a communication module configured for automatically creating and dynamically 
maintaining a website structure instantiation (where the administrator creates and may also 
modify or update a customized website for his or her team - See page 9). 



Regarding Claim 22, League Lineup teaches the system of Claim 21 wherein: 
said facilitating creation of the group activity publication layout is performed 

dependent upon accessing at least a portion of said information maintained by the 
information management module (the administrator accesses the League Lineup 
website to create his or her own team website - See page 9); and 
said creating and maintaining the website structure instantiation are performed 
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dependent upon accessing at least a portion of said information maintained by the 
information management module (the administrator may access the League 
Lineup website in order to update or modify information on the team website - 
See page 9). 

Regarding Claim 23 , League Lineup teaches the system of Claim 21 wherein each one of 
said modules are integrated with each other one of said modules for enabling sharing of 
information and functionality therebetween (the information management module, publication 
module, and communication module are integrated with each other because the functionality is 
achieved using a single application (i.e., a web browser) - See "No technical expertise is 
required as all information for your site is entered through our easy to use administration site." 
on page 16). 

Regarding Claim 24, League Lineup teaches the system of Claim 21 wherein the 
communication module is further configured for transmitting, for reception by a designated 
portion of said members, portions of said information maintained by the information 
management module (the team website offers e-mail lists so that members will receive 
information when they sign up - See page 9). 

Regarding Claim 25, League Lineup teaches the system of Claim 21 wherein: 
creating the website structure instantiation includes associating each one of the website 
structure instantiation content fields with a respective portion of said information and creating 
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the group activity publication layout includes associating at least a portion of said publication 
layout content fields with respective portions of said information (where the website includes 
displaying various content fields such as rosters, schedules, and the like as well as links to the 
corresponding information - See page 12). 

Regarding Claim 26, League Lineup teaches the system of Claim 21 wherein: 
creating the website structure instantiation includes populating a website 

template instantiation with portions of group content (See team website entitled 

"Welcome to the home of the CVBA" on page 12); and 
said information includes said group content (the information displayed on the 

team website includes schedules, game results, and various other statistics - See 

page 12). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott M. Sciacca whose telephone number is (571) 270-1919. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 7:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Pwu can be reached on (571) 272-6798. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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